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Introduction

In contrast to June, which was unusually wet this year, July had less
rainfall than normal. Overall mosquito populations were low to moderate
in most areas of the state, but others experienced especially heavy populations.

Salt Marsh Mosquitoes

There were two broods of Aedes sollicitans during July. The first brood
emerged around July 12 and was the heavier of the two broods on the Delaware
Bay. The second brood (the heavier of the two along most of the Atlantic
Coast) hatched with the moon tide of July 20. The adults emerged the last
few days of July and caused considerable annoyance in early August. With
the presence of Eastern encephalitis activity in New Jersey, the last brood
of Ae. sollicitans posed a potential health threat along much of the coast.

Ae. cantator was still present in low numbers during July. This is
somewhat unusual and the reasons for the persistence of this species is
unclear. Culex salinarius populations are increasing in all coastal areas.
August is classically the peak month for this species, but biting activity
can be expected well into October.

Floodwater and Culex Mosquitoes

Population levels of Ae. vexans varied considerably in different parts of
the state during July. According to trap records, some area$jbf northeastern
New Jersey had the highest levels of this species in years. In general, the
central part of the state had moderate to low populations. The variations
were apparently due to rainfall fluctuation in different parts of the state.
The last two years have been drier than normal and this may influence the
perception of annoyance by the public. Numerous complaints accompanied what
appeared to be relatively average biting populations.

Culex mosquitoes, which do not depend on rainfall as much as the floodwater
species, continue to increase. Trap records, however, show that the Culex sp.
are about average for this time of year. -

*This work was performed as a part of NJAES Project 40506, supportea by the
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and the State Mosquito Control
Commission.
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Freshwater Swamp Mosquitoes

Populations of Cq. perturbans were high in many parts of the state during

July.
years.

This species normally shows a late July or early August peak in most
Light trap records for Cs. melanura agree with the resting box

studies to show that the species is about average for this time of year.
Certain local areas, however, show exceptionally high counts and an influx of
newly emerged Cs. melanura can be expected within the next month.
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